
Language focus :emphasizing 
 
Put those sentences into pairs with similar meaning. Next to the emphasized variant write 
´E´ 
 
I went straight to the local florist.                                Holding him for the first time is something I´ll never forget 
We either make a serious commitment or knock it on the head   Finally I did find the courage to ask her out. 
There was nothing I wanted more.                                         What I think is that you have to build your own destiny. 
I´ll never forget holding him for the first time       The thing I loved about Tina vas her personality   
I remember seing this very striking girl           What I did was go straight to the local florist. 
I think you have to build your own destiny.                                             I wanted nothing more. 
I loved Tina´s personality.                                  What  we do is either make a serious commitment or knock 
Finally I found courage to ask her out                                                            it on the head .  
                                                                                            What I remember is seeing this very striking girl       
 

 There are many ways of emphasizing part of a sentence. 
 

1) Structures which add emphasis (relative clause) 
 
What/ 
The thing/I love about Tina is her personality 
Something/ 
It´s Tina personality that I love. 
It´s Tina who I love 
 
What/ 
The thing/ he does is/ 
Something/he did was/criticise me constantly. 
 
2) Negative inversion 
 
Certain negative expressions can be put at the beginning of a sentence for emphasis. Pay 
attention to the inverted word order 
 
I´ll never forget holding him... 
Never will I  forget holding him for the first time. 
 
People rarely fall in love at first sight 
Rarely do people fall in love at first sight 
 
3) Emphatic do/did/does 
 
Finally I did find the courage to ask her out. 
 
4) Emphatic structures must sound emphatic! 

   
EX 1 Read and identify the way in which speaker gives the emphasis  in these sentences    

• I do do my homework immediatelly after class 
• What it was, was love at first sight. 



• The thing most couples don´t realize is how difficult married life can 
be. 

• It´s the parents I blame for badly-behaved kids. 
• Not only are the values of society at risk but also the very survival of 

our nation is threathened. 
• Only then did I understand what she meant. 
• It was Sam that broke the blue vase! 
• I won´t marry anybody. 
 

Ex 2 Make the sentence more emphatic using these expressions 
 
We like walking in Scotland 
 

• What we... 
• One thing... 
• Scotland is where... 
• It´s... 
• ...is something... 
• There is nothing ...more than... 

 
Ex 3 Read and practice paying particular attention to the intonation and stress. What are 
the lines that stimulate different responses 
 
A: What is your favourite holiday? 
B: We like walking in Scotland! 
A: We like going skiing in Austria. 
B: What we like is walking in Scotland 
A: What do you like doing on holida? 
B: One thing we like is walking in Scotland. 
A: You like walking in Wales, too? 
B: Scotland is where we like walking. 
A: You like driving in Scotland, do you? 
B: It´s walking in Scotland we like. 
A: Don´t you just hate walking in Scotland? 
B: Waking in Scotland is something we like. 
A: What do you like more than walking in Scotland? 
There´s nothing I like more nhan walking in Scotland. 
 
Ex 4 Rephrase these sentences to make them more emphatic. 
 

1) Love changes the course of your life. 
2)  She repeatedly contradicts me. 
3) First you have to decide your priorities. 
4) I admire Bill´s courage. 
5) You should go to Spain for your holiday. 
6) Why didn´t you tell Peter the news? 



I told him-honestly! 
       7) I´ve never been so humiliated in my life. 
       8) We eat out but only ocassionally 
 
 
 
 


