
Tags/question tags/and replies 
 

1) Read the lines below  

Interviewer I like Cabaret. 
Liza Minelli Oh, you do, do you?  
 
What kind of question tag is this? 
What is Liza Minelli expressing? 
 
2) Underline the tags and replies in the conversation on the right. 

Should they rise or fall? (In other words-is the speaker's intention 
to ask or continue the conversation, express excitment…?) 

 

 
 
A Liza Minelli is just fantastic! Her concert was amazing. 
B It was, wasn't it? And she puts so much energy into her songs, doesn't she? 
A Yes she does. Who wrote that song about marriage, and the way it changes the 
world? 
B She did. It's one of the few songs she ever wrote, actually. 
A So she can write as well as sing, can she? What a talent! Did you like her 

costume? 
B Yes, I did. I thought they were fantastic. I've seen most of them before. 
A Have you? I haven't. She's playing again tomorrow, isn't she? 
B Yes, I think so. Let's go again, shall we? 
A All right. She's one of the all time greats, Liza Minelli is. 
 

 

 QUESTION TAGS 
 
FALLING INTONATION 
 
With a falling intonation on the tag, this is not a real question. It 
means ''Agree with me, talk to me.'' 
 
It's a lovely day, isn't it? 
                           
The film was great, wasn't it? 
                                 
NOTE- We can reply to a statement with a question tag. 
           Lovely day today!-Yes, it is, isn't it? 



           You're filthy!- Yes, I am, aren't I? 
           The kids have got good appetites.- Yes, they have, haven't they? 
 
RISING INTONATION 
 
With a rising intonation on the tag, we really want to know 
something because we aren't sure of the answer 

 
You didn't say that to him, did you? 
                                           
They wouldn't take my car away, would they? 
                                                        

 
NOTICE THE AUXILLIARIES IN THESE QUESTION TAGS 
  
Let's go, shall we? 
Give me a hand, will you? 
Don't forget to post the letter, will you? 
Nobody phoned, did they? 
 
These question tags can be used in REQUESTS 
 
You can lend me a tenner, could you? 
You haven't seen Peter anywhere, have you? 
 
SAME WAY TAGS 
 
These occur after affirmative sentences. The tag is positive and the 
intonation rises. The speaker repeats  what he/she has just heard  
and uses the tag to express interest, surprise, concern, or some 
other reaction. 
 
So, you are Kevin's sister, are you? I've heard a lot about you. 
 
So you like rap music, do you? Well, just listen to this. 
                                     

 
REINFORCEMENT TAG 
 
There is no inversion in the tag and the intonation rises. The tag 
emphasises the idea in the main clause by repeating it, and the tags are 
used to express that the speaker knows exactly what he/she is 
talking about. 
 
She's a clever girl, she is.        You are blind, you are. 
        



It's possible to introduce the subject of the sentence in the tag. In this 
case, there can be inversion. 
 
She's a loveli dancer, Jane is. 
Likes his food, does Malcolm. 
 

 REPLIES 
 
SHORT ANSWERS 
 
Short answers are used in reply to YES/NO questions 
 
Did you have a good time? - Yes,I did. It was great. 
Have you been to Russia?- No I haven't, but I'd like to . 
 

REPLY QUESTIONS 
 
We use a reply question to show interest, and to show we're listening. 
 
I had a terrible day today. - Did you, dear? 
The boss was in a foul mood. - Was he? 
 

AVOIDING REPETITION 
 
Who wants an ice-cream? - I do. (I want an ice-cream.) 
Who came to the party? - Everybody did. 
 
PRACTICE 
                       
Decide where tags and replies can naturally go in the conversation. Do 
they rise or fall? 
 

A You haven't seen my 

car keys. 
B No, You had them 

this morning. 
A Yes, If I can't find 
them, I'll be late for 
work. 
B Panic over.Here they 
are! 
A Well done. You're a 
star.                        1 

A You didn't like the meal. 

You were pushing it around 
the plate. 
B No. Well, it hadn't been 
cooked properly. Your steak 
was all right? 
A Yes. It was fine. Let's get 
the bill and go home. 
B OK. We won't be coming 

back here in a hurry. 
                                          2 

A You've forgotten the map? 
B Oh dear, yes. 
A But I put it next to the car 
keys. 
B Well, I didn't see it. 
A You are blind. 
B Oh, and you are perfect. 

 



3) Respond to the statements in different ways: 
 
EG: a) Jeremy earns an absolute fortune! 
 

He does, doesn't he? 
Does he? I had no idea. How much? 
So he's rich, is he? Well, well,well. 
He's a rich man, Jeremy is. 
 
b) Peter's new girlfriend, Anna is beautiful. 
c) Jane and John are going to Florida on holiday. They are so lucky. 
d) Zidane played really well in the match on Sunday. 
e) Harrods is a great shop. You can buy everithing there. 
f) I think our teacher is the best. 
g) Simon's a very experienced traveller. He's been everywhere. 

 
 



 
                                            


