
REVIEWING A FILM OR BOOK  
1) Quickly read this film 

review 

 
Set in a wintry 1930s Chicago and tells the story of a hitman called Mike Sullivan 
(Tom Hanks) and his mafia boss John Rooney (Paul Newman). Sullivan looks up 
to Rooney as a ‘father figure’. However, when Sullivan’s son witnesses a gangland 
killing, Rooney turns against him, and both father and son are forced to go on the 
run. Visually, the film is quite stunning. There are some impressive special effects, 
but what strikes you most are the dark images of rain and shadow. These create a 
heavy atmosphere of bleakness and fear. In many scenes brown and black are the 
dominant colours, Which often make the film look like a well-crafted oil painting. 
The acting is too first-rate, with both Hanks and Newman giving completely 
convincing performances. However, although it is wonderfully directed and acted, 
road to Perdition is not a gripping film. The plot is quite slow and the ending is 
totally predictable. But what the film really lacks is human warmth-the characters 
ultimately fail to move us. To sum up, Road to Perdition is beautifully filmed 
gangster movie. It’s well worth seeing, but it doesn’t quite deliver the great film 
we expect. 

• Who is likely to read it? 
• Is the language more formal or informal? 
 
2) Divide the review into paragraphs, them match the paragraphs to 

these headings. 
a) Recommendation 
b) Positive points 
c) Negative points 
d) Subject of the review 
e) Summary of the plot 
 
3) Read the review again and answer the questions.  

Reviews films 

Road to Perdition     rating *** 
Road to Perdition is the latest film by Sam 
Mendes, director  of the Oscar –winning film  
American Beauty. Adapted from a novel by 
Max Allan Collins and Richard Piers Rayner,  
Road to Perdition is extremely dark and 
atmospheric. Like a Greek tragedy, it follows 
the predestined fates of the main characters 
on their road to perdition (or hell). The film is   



• What type of film is it? 
• What does the writer compare the story to? 
• What does the writer compare some scenes to? 
• Which words are used to describe 
     *the visual imagery?      *the acting?    *the atmosphere? 
     *the plot and the ending? 
 
• what tense does the writer use to describe the story? 
 

4)  Complete the sentences with a verb from the box in the correct 
form. 

 
a) The story___________ in Washington, DC, in 2054. 
b) It_______________ from a book by Philip K Dick. 
c) The film_____________ story of a man accused of a future crime. 
d) When the truth__________ he goes on the run. 
e) The soundtrack and special effects help__________ an 

atmosphere of suspense. 
f) The plot is sometimes unconvincing. You have to _______your 

disbelief. 
g) What_____________ you most in Tom Cruise’s impressive 

performance. 
h) I highly recommend it. I’d say it’s well worth ____________. 
 
5) Write a 250-word review of a film, play,or book. Follow the 

advice! 
 

• Choose a film, play, or a book that you know well. 
• Brainstorm your opinions about the characters, the 

plot, the acting and the special effects. 
• Use intensifiers to reinforce your opinions. 

(very, awfully, rather, extremely, terribly, fairly, really, 
pretty, quite-with base adjectives 
absolutely, completely, utterly, totally, really, entirely, 
simply, pretty, quite-with limit adjectives) 

• Summarize the story, but don’t give too much away. 

Create  strike  adapt  suspend  reveal  set  tell  see 



• Organize your review into logical paragraphs with 
logical linkers. 

• End the review with personal recommendation-try to 
give a balanced opinion 


