
ADVANCED; DESCRIBING A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE  
 

1) Read these two versions of the opening paragraph from a personal account, 
then answer the question below 

 
A Two years ago I was in Wick, a small town in the North of Scotland. I'd just 
been to John O'Groats and had gonr to Wick, so I could catch the train there the 
next morning.. I arrived at 11 at night and most places were closed.I suppose I 
should have booked somewhere before I arrived. I was walking around the 
streets looking for a place to stay, but everywhere was closed. Then I met an old 
man  who offered me a room for the night. 
 
 
B It was a freezing November night and the stars shone coldly as I trudged 
through the deserted town of Wick with my heavy overnight bag. It was the 
third time I'd walked around the wintry streets looking for somewhere-
anywhere - to stay. But there was no sign of life, even the pubs were shut. A 
bitter wind blew in the North as the church clock struck midnight. I paused to 
wrap my scarf round my neck. 'Five more hours before the next train to Thurso' 
I thought miserybly, resigning myself to a bleak night on the streets. Then 
suddenly I heard a voice behind me: 'What's up, laddie? Need some help?' 
 

Which opening paragraph… 
 

• Describes emotions, the surroundings and the weather. 
• Givees a mostly factual narrative 
• Uses a variety of vocabulary 
• Uses similar sentence structures throughout 
• Has more impact on the reader? 
 

Chose the most suitable title! 
 
a) The weather in Scotland      b) An interesting journey   c) The kindness 
of strangers 
 
Now read the rest of the account and answer the questions below 
 
The voice belonged to a sprightly old man called Robin MacDougal. He was walking 
home after a meal at a friend's, when he noticed me huddled in the street. When I 
explained my predicament he immediatelly offered shelter for the night. At first I was 
suspicious. I'd learnt from experience not to trust strangers, having been robbed once in 
London. That incident had left its mark, but it soon became clear that what motivated 
Robert was a genuine desire to help. Wick was a small town and it was obvious I wasn't a 
local. It was also obvious that I needed a place to sleep. 



I followed Robin to a small cottage on the edge of the town where he offered me a 
whisky. As we sat in front of a warm fire we talked for a while about Wick. Robin was a 
widower and had lived there all his life. He had three children and several 
grandchildren, although most of them had moved away. I began to understand why 
Robin was glad of some company. 
After a peaceful night on an old sofa, I got up at 4.30 a.m. to catch my train, leaving 
behind a crumpled note of thanks. Today I sometimes think of Wick, and I wonder if 
Robin is still there. I'll always remember with gratitude his simple act of kindness 
 

1. What was the writer's first reaction to Robin's offer? 
2. Why did Robin offer to help? 
3. Why was the writer suspicious at first? 
4. What did he learn about Robin? 
5. Why won't he forget him? 

 
WAYS OF ADDING EMPHASIS 
 

a) Look at the example from the account. 
 
Robert was motivated by a genuine desire to help. (What…) 
What motivated Robin was a genuine desire to help. 

 
Now rewrite these sentences in a more emphatic way! 

 
• People rarely help a stranger in trouble. (Rarely…..) 
• The problem is mistrust. (It's ……..) 
• People worry about being robbed. (What…) 
• We should try to help in some way (The thing…..) 
• I won't forget the first time a stranger helped me. (Never…) 
 

2) Write about a small or great kindness that happened in your life. Write 200-300 
words. Use the paragraph plan to help you. 
 
Paragraph 1: Set the scene for the story. Remember to grab the reader's attention at 
the beginning. Describe the surroundings or the situation, but don't give them all 
the facts at once. 
Paragraph 2-3: Describe what happened. What were you doing? Were you alone? 
Why did you need help? How did you feel? Who did you meet? How did they help 
you? 
Paragraph 4: What happened in the end? Did you learn anything from the 
experience? 


